《Edward’s Family Bible New Testament Notes – 1 Peter》(Justin Edward)
Commentator
The work is intended for laymen of its day to understand the Bible, with brief notes, comments, definitions and cross references - a poor man's study Bible.

The Family Bible "with brief notes and instruction [and cross references], designed to give the results of critical investigation, and to assist the Reader to understand the meaning of the Holy Spirit in the inspired word" was first published in 3 volumes in 1851 by the American Tract Society. The comments follow the Authorized Version/KJV.

This Bible was designed "to assist common readers to understand the meaning of the Holy Spirit in the Bible." Marginal references were from the English Polyglot Bible. Massachusetts Clergyman and social reformer (he was active in the Temperance and Sabbath Movements as well as the American Tract Society, Rev. Justin Edwards (1787-1853) wrote the notes and instructions for the Bible. The marginal Scripture references from the Polyglot Bible were included.

From the 'Preface'

"The object of the NOTES in this Family Bible is to assist common readers to understand the teaching of the Holy Spirit in the revealed word, by giving, in the plainest and briefest manner, the results of sound, judicious critical and prayerful investigation.

Some of the INSTRUCTIONS suggested by each chapter, are added in the hope of inducing all who read the Bible to form the habit of drawing from it such practical instructions as will tend most to their growth in knowledge and in grace, and to furnish them thoroughly for every good work.

The endeavor rightly to apprehend and rightly to express the meaning of the Holy Ghost in the passages examined, has been delightful; and it is hoped that, through the divine blessing, great and lasting benefits will result to many." 

01 Chapter 1 

Verse 1
Strangers; Jewish Christians, scattered throughout Pontus, Galatia, etc., provinces of Asia Minor. The people of God are scattered throughout various countries that they may show the nature of true religion, and thus lead others to embrace it and receive its benefits. 

Verse 2
According to the foreknowledge-through sanctification-unto obedience and sprinkling; the apostle states three particulars concerning their election: first, it is in accordance with God’s foreknowledge; in other words, it is the carrying out in action of his eternal foreknowledge, which includes his purpose; secondly, it is through the sanctification of the Holy Spirit, as the agent; thirdly, it is unto obedience and the sprinkling of Christ’s blood, as the end. All who are elected, then, are elected to be brought into a state of obedience and purification from sin, through the power of God’s Spirit, and the efficacy of Christ’s blood, called the blood of sprinkling, because it cleanses the conscience from the guilt and defilement of sin. Hebrews 9:18-23. 

Verse 3
A lively hope; more literally, a living hope. The Christian’s hope is a living principle, and sustains his spiritual life. 

By the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead; this lies at the foundation of the regenerating power of the Spirit, with the living hope that accompanies it; for the Spirit works through the truth, verse 1 Peter 1:22; James 1:18. 

Verse 5
In the last time; at the end of the world. Those who believe on Christ must persevere in holiness in order to be saved; and the manner in which God keeps them affords the greatest encouragement to do this. 

Verse 6
If need be; if it seem good to God that it be so for your spiritual profit. Compare Hebrews 12:6-11. 

Verse 7
The trial of your faith; that is, the result of its being tried; or, which amounts to the same thing, your faith itself after it has been so tried; for it is not the trial that is precious, but its product. 

Than of gold; more literally, than gold. 

Though it be tried with fire; judged worth such a trial, notwithstanding its perishable nature, while your faith is imperishable. 

Verse 9
Receiving-the salvation of your souls; eternal life begins in the soul with the beginning of faith in Christ, which has this for its end; though the full possession of it is reserved for the life to come. God never sends trials on his people, or allows snares to beset them, except when their good requires it. Their faith often needs to be tried, to show whether it is genuine; and when these tests prove that it is, and that its end will be salvation, this greatly increases their joy. 

Verse 10
The prophets have inquired; they sought to know more fully the meaning of the prophecies which they uttered concerning Christ, and the blessings he would bestow on his people. 

Verse 11
What; what time in respect to its distance from them. 

What manner of time; in respect to the character of the events belonging to it. 

Verse 12
That not unto themselves; not unto themselves chiefly. Their revelations related to our times, and were given mainly for our benefit. 

Did minister; minister by way of prophetic annuciation, the things which are now announced to you as facts. 

Which things; foretold by the prophets, and revealed in the gospel. 

Angels desire to look; the church on earth and its salvation are objects of sturdy and admiration in heaven. 

Verse 13
Wherefore; as the things revealed had engaged the attention of prophets, apostles, and angels. 

Gird up the loins of your mind; be awake, attentive, and steadfast in the faith and practice of the gospel. 

The grace; their salvation at the day of judgment. The fact that Christ and his salvation are the great subjects of Scripture, and have been regarded with the most intense interest by good men in all ages, and even by the angels in heaven, should lead all on earth to give them their earnest, devout, active, and persevering devotion. 

Verse 14
Ignorance; their unconverted state. 

Verse 15
He; God. 

Verse 17
If ye call on the Father; or, if ye call upon him as Father. 

In fear; that fear of God which would lead them to obey him, and that fear of sin which would lead them to avoid it. 

Verse 18
Vain conversation; vain life; their vain reliance on the ceremonies of the law and the traditions of the father. It may be the duty of persons to change their religion although it has come down to them from their ancestors, and is supported by ancient traditions; and in many cases, unless they do change it, they will lose their souls. 

Verse 20
Foreordained; as a Saviour. 

Verse 21
By him; it is through Christ alone that we come to God as our heavenly Father, and exercise true faith in him. John 14:6. 

Might be in God; rest on what God, not man, has done. 

Verse 22
Unto unfeigned love; having this for its proper result. 

Verse 23
Not of corruptible seed; not as at first, of mortal parents, born to die. 

The word of God, which liveth and abideth for ever; and therefore communicates and nourishes life which will be eternal. Truth is the means of regeneration and sanctification; and men by believing and obeying it are instrumental of their own eternal life. 

Verse 24
For all flesh is as grass; a contrast between the weakness and transitoriness of man and the power and eternal duration of God’s word, taken from Isaiah 40:6-8. 

Verse 25
As the gospel is the appointed means of saving the soul, all should be taught to read it. It should also be preached to all, and they should be allowed and disposed to hear it, especially on the Sabbath; and for this purpose to rest from worldly business, travelling, and amusement, and meet together unitedly to seek the blessings of grace. 

02 Chapter 2 
Verse 1
Men must cease to do evil if they would rightly understand and appreciate the truths of the gospel, or be savingly benefited in receiving them. 

Verse 2
The sincere milk of the word; the pure spiritual truths of the gospel. 

Grow thereby; many of the best copies read, "grow thereby unto salvation"; that is, grow up, through the spiritual nourishment of the truth, into a state of salvation. 

Verse 3
Tasted; learned by your own blessed experience. Psalms 34:8. 

The Lord; the Lord Jesus. 

Verse 4
A living stone; Christ, the foundation of the church and of the hopes of his people. Psalms 118:22; Isaiah 28:16; Isaiah 53:5. 

Verse 5
Lively; living. 

A spiritual house; the church of God, which is a spiritual temple consisting of living stones, built upon Jesus Christ, the living corner-stone. 1 Corinthians 3:16; Ephesians 2:20-22. 

A holy priesthood; why they are called a priesthood he immediately explains. It is because they offer to God, through Jesus Christ, not the outward sacrifices of the Levitical priesthood, but the spiritual sacrifices; of a broken heart and a contrite spirit, mingled with the incense of thanksgiving and praise. Psalms 51:17; Hosea 14:2; Hebrews 13:15; Revelation 1:6; Revelation 5:10. 

Verse 6
In the scripture; Isaiah 28:16. The Scriptures show that Jesus Christ is the only foundation of hope, and that those who build on any other foundation will in the end be disappointed. 

Verse 7
The stone; Christ. 

The builders; Jewish rulers. Matthew 21:42; Acts 4:11. 

Verse 8
Stumble at the word; are offended at the gospel and reject it. 

Appointed; by God, who will bring upon them the punishment they deserve. 

Verse 9
But ye are a chosen-priesthood-show forth the praises; these expressions are a combination of Exodus 19:5-6, and Isaiah 43:20-21, according to the Greek version. The idea is, that what God said of the literal Israel under the old economy, holds good of "the Israel of God" under the new, embracing all of every nation who believe in Christ. 

The praises; rather, as in the margin, the virtues; meaning the glorious attributes of God. The priests of the New Testament dispensation, spoken of in the Bible, are Christians; and the sacrifices which they offer are the sacrifices of love and devotion. These are acceptable to God through Jesus Christ, who by one offering of himself obtained eternal life for all who put their trust in him. 

Verse 10
Not a people-obtained mercy; quoted from Hosea 1:9-10; Hosea 2:1, upon the same principle as above. 

Verse 11
As strangers and pilgrims; there seems to be a double allusion here: first, to their literal dispersion in foreign lands, chap 1 Peter 1:1; secondly, to their being pilgrims and strangers upon earth, which their literal sojourn among foreigners well shadowed forth. 1 Chronicles 29:15; Hebrews 11:9-10, compared with verses 1 Peter 2:13-16. From all gratifications which injure the soul, or tend to hinder its salvation, the gospel requires total abstinence. 

Verse 12
Conversation; deportment, manner of life. 

The day of visitation; the time when the gospel is accompanied by the Holy Spirit. Honesty, uprightness, and a kind and courteous demeanor should be conscientiously observed by the followers of Christ, that they may manifest the excellence of religion, and as far as possible lead all men to embrace it. 

Verse 13
Every ordinance of man; all human laws which are not in opposition to the law of God. 

For the Lord’s sake; for the purpose of honoring him. 

Verse 14
The praise of them that do well; their protection, security, and comfort. 

Verse 15
Put to silence; a good life best confounds slanderers. 

Verse 16
As free; free from the service of Satan, and from slavish bondage to human ordinances. Compare Galatians 5:13. 

For a cloak of maliciousness; not abusing your liberty by making it a cover for doing wrong to man. 

Verse 17
Honor all men; by showing them proper respect. 

The brotherhood; Christians, who are all equally children of God. 

Fear God; in such a manner as shall lead you to obey him. 

The king; the one who is at the head of civil government. True religion teaches us to conduct with propriety in all conditions and relations of life, and to exercise those feelings towards others which we ought to wish others to exercise towards us. 

Verse 18
All fear; all proper respect. 

The froward; wicked, peevish, morose. 

Verse 21
Hereunto were ye called; to exercise a kind and forgiving spirit when injured, and thus honor Christ, who, when injured, manifested such a spirit. Isaiah 53:7-9; Acts 8:32. 

Verse 23
To him; God, who although he commands his people to manifest a Christian spirit towards all, will nevertheless condemn and punish those who oppress or injure them. Matthew 25:40-46. The commands of God to exercise right feelings when suffering under wrongs, were not designed to excuse the authors of those wrongs; and to quote these commands for such a purpose is a gross perversion of Scripture. 

Verse 24
Bare our sins; expiated them by suffering in his own person the curse of them, and thus delivering us from it. John 1:29; Galatians 3:13. 

The tree; the cross. 

Dead to sins; freed from their guilt and power. 

By whose stripes; in consequence of whose sufferings. Isaiah 53:5. 

Ye were healed; delivered from sin in its condemnation and pollution. 

Verse 25
The Shepherd and Bishop; Jesus Christ, the overseer and watchman of our souls. Isaiah 40:11. 

03 Chapter 3 
Verse 1
Be in subjection to your own husbands; treat them as the rightful head of the family. 

The word; the Scriptures and the preaching of the gospel. 

Be won; led to embrace the gospel. 

Verse 2
Chaste conversation; pure deportment. 

Fear; a reverential demeanor, such as becomes the wife. Compare verses 1 Peter 3:5-6. The salvation of relatives should be earnestly sought, and a uniformly Christian deportment is one of the most powerful means of promoting it. 

Verse 4
Let it be the hidden man of the heart; instead of outward adornments visible to man, let it consist in the inward spiritual state of the heart, invisible to sense, which alone God regards. 1 Samuel 16:7. 

In; consisting or lying in. 

That which is not corruptible-quiet spirit; or, the incorruptible ornament of a meek and quiet spirit, like that which Jesus manifested, and which those possess who imitate him. Matthew 11:29. 

Verse 6
Calling him lord; thus acknowledging her subjection to him as her rightful head. Genesis 18:12; 1 Corinthians 11:3. 

Amazement; such apprehension of danger as would prevent them from doing their duty. The most excellent, lovely, and enduring ornaments of women are not those which are external, but those which are internal- purity of heart, meekness, contentment, and delight in doing good. 

Verse 7
According to knowledge; knowledge of the nature and duties of the marriage relation. 

Giving honor; due respect, kind attention, and affectionate assistance; such as love guided by wisdom dictates. 

Heirs together; mutual partakers of divine grace, equally entitles to the blessings of the gospel. Daily family prayer is one of the most powerful means of grace; and husbands and wives should so live that uniting in it will be delightful, and a means of fitting them for the joys of earth and the bliss of heaven. 

Verses 10-12
Quoted from Psalms 34:12-16. 

Verse 11
Eschew; avoid. 

Ensue; follow, practise. 

Verse 12
Over the righteous; for their protection and benefit. 

Against them; he disapproves and will punish them. 

Verse 13
Will harm you; the general effect of a righteous life is to deter men from harming us. Even should wicked men persecute us for righteousness’ sake, God will overrule this for our good, as Peter immediately shows. 

Verse 14
Happy; Matthew 5:10. 

Of their terror; of any evil which they threaten. This, and the first clause of the next verse, are taken from Isaiah 8:12-13. 

Verse 15
Sanctify the Lord God; treat him as God, trust in him to protect you and do for you what you need. 

To give an answer; state the reasons why you believe the gospel, and hope to be saved by it. 

Verse 16
A good conscience; one that is enlightened, whose dictates you follow, and whose approbation you enjoy. 

They; the wicked. 

Good conversation; consistent life. So great is human wickedness that men will often be called to suffer for doing right; but instead of being discouraged, they should, with greater steadfastness and fidelity, go forward in duty, trusting in God to enable them so to live as never to be called to suffer for any other cause. 

Verse 18
In the flesh; in his human nature. 

Quickened; made alive again; raised from the dead. 

By the Spirit; his own divine Spirit. John 10:17-18. 

Verse 19
By which; divine Spirit. 

He went and preached; by Noah. 

Unto the spirits; which, when Peter wrote, were confined in torment as in a prison. Matthew 5:25-26. 

Verse 20
Which sometime were disobedient; when they were alive on the earth, and Christ, by Noah, preached to them during the building of the ark. 

Wherein; in the ark. 

Eight souls; Noah and his wife, his three sons and their wives. Genesis 7:7 

Were saved; through believing and obeying God, preparing an ark and entering into it. 

By water; by the instrumentality of water. The water which destroyed the wicked bore up the ark and floated it in safety. 

The idea that the apostle Peter, or any other writer of the holy Scriptures, teaches that there is such a place or state as purgatory, is false and pernicious. 

Verse 21
The like figure whereunto, even baptism; or, baptism, the antitype of which; that is, baptism which was in a certain way foreshadowed in the salvation of Noah and his family by water. 

Not the putting away of the filth of the flesh; it is not the use of water merely, or the purifying of the body that saves us; 

but the answer of a good conscience toward God; the literal rendering is, the inquiry of a good conscience towards God. Some, as our English version, understand the word inquiry of the whole process of questioning and answering in connection with the baptism of a convert. The meaning will then be, the belief and sincere profession of the gospel, in which obedience to its commands is necessarily included. Others explain the words as meaning, the seeking of a good conscience after God. Taken either way, the idea is for substance the same. 

By the resurrection of-Christ; which was the proof that his atonement was accepted as a propitiation for the sins of men. 1 John 2:2 

Faith and obedience in this life, in those who know the will of God, have ever been essential to salvation; and both his providences and his ordinances have been suited to impress this on their minds. 

Verse 22
Gone into heaven; , as the forerunner and intercessor of his people, and head over all things to his church. Hebrews 6:20; Hebrews 7:25; Matthew 28:18 

04 Chapter 4 
Verse 1
Christ hath suffered for us in the flesh; referring to what has been said before. 1 Peter 3:18 

With the same mind; the same readiness to suffer in the flesh that Christ manifested. 

Hath suffered in the flesh; after the example of Christ and from love towards him; for it is suffering for Christ’s sake that the apostle has in view. Compare 1 Peter 1:6-7; 1 Peter 2:19-21; 1 Peter 3:14-17 

Hath ceased from sin; hath died to sin spiritually in union with Christ, as the effect of his suffering. Compare the words of Paul, "our old man is crucified with him, that the body of sin might be destroyed, that henceforth we should not serve sin." Romans 6:6 

The possession of the spirit of Christ is the best preparation for trials, which work out for his people an exceeding and eternal weight of glory. 2 Corinthians 4:17 

Verse 2
To the lusts of men; controlled by sinful inclinations. 

Verse 3
Wrought the will of the Gentiles; lived as do the heathen, for sensual gratifications. 

Abominable idolatries; of the gentile world. See the introduction to this epistle. 

Verse 4
They; the wicked. 

The change which the grace of God produces in the character and conduct of men, especially of the openly vicious, often appears to their former companions strange; and they are apt to impute it to bad motives, and to speak evil of it, because they are condemned by it. 

Verse 5
Who; these blasphemers. 

Quick; living. 

Verse 6
Preached-to them that are dead; preached to them when they were living. If, with many commentators, we understand these difficult words of those who have been persecuted, especially those who have suffered martyrdom for Christ’s sake, the meaning will be, that they might, after the example of their Master, 

be judged according to men-suffer in accordance with the judgement of men- 

in the flesh; but live according to God; in accordance with God’s will and divine power 

in the spirit; in their spiritual and immortal nature. 

Verse 7
The end of all things; the end of the world, which the holy scriptures would have us consider as ever near, and for which they exhort us to maintain a constant state of preparation. 2 Peter 2:10-12 Practically this end comes to each one of us at death, when our probation closes for ever; as it is written, "After this, the judgment," Hebrews 9:27 

The shortness of time and the nearness of eternity should lead all so to live as to be habitually prepared for a change of worlds. 

Verse 8
Fervent charity; ardent love to one another. 

Shall cover the multitude of sins; by leading him who exercises it to overlook and forgive the sins of his brethren. The words are quoted from Proverbs 10:12 

Verse 10
The gift; the spiritual gift qualifying him to serve God in a particular way. Compare the very similar passage in Romans 12:6-8 

The manifold grace of God; manifesting itself in the bestowment of manifold gifts. 

Verse 11
The means and the measure of a man’s duty is the ability which God gives him; and all that he requires is, that what he gives should be used according to his will. 

Verse 12
Fiery trial; the great sufferings which were coming upon them. 

Verse 13
Christ’s sufferings; See note on "Colossians 1:24" 

Verse 14
For the name of Christ; literally, in the name of Christ; that is, as those who bear his name. See note on "1 Peter 4:16" 

Resteth upon you; to sustain you in your sufferings and make you victorious over them. 

On their part; by the wicked. 

He; Christ. 

Verse 16
On this behalf; in this respect; for this evidence, namely, of likeness to Christ, and means of preparation for heaven. Acts 5:41 Philippians 3:10; Philippians 1:24 

Verse 17
At the house of God; with the people of God. 

Wicked men by persecuting Christians are instrumental in their purification and preparation for heaven; and when they put them to death, they put an end to all their sorrows, and open upon them everlasting joys; while in doing this they ripen themselves for endless woe. 

Verse 18
Scarcely be saved; saved with difficulty, through many trials. 

Where shall the ungodly-appear? how certain and awful will be their destruction. The words are quoted from the Greek version of Proverbs 11:31 where see note. 

Verse 19
A faithful creator; able and willing to sustain, comfort, and bless them under all trials, and in due time to save them with an everlasting salvation. 

05 Chapter 5 

Verse 1
The elders; men commissioned to have the care of churches and to preach the gospel, but with a distinct allusion to the fact that they were also literally elders in respect to age. 1 Peter 5:5 Who am also an elder; his higher office of apostle included the lower office of elder, which latter he here applies to himself, because he wishes to exhort as an equal, not to command as an apostle: compare Philemon 1:8-9 

Those who have long, faithfully, and successfully preached the gospel, are best fitted to exhort others rightly to do it. 

Verse 2
Feed the flock; as Christ told Peter, John 21:16 

Filthy lucre; dishonorable gain. 

Of a ready mind; cheerfully, from love. 

Verse 3
Neither as being lords; exercising undue authority. 

God’s heritage; his people. Deuteronomy 32:9 

Being ensamples; examples of piety, meekness, humility, and beneficence. 

The pope, in claiming and exercising civil authority, and lording it over the faith and practice of those who are weak, wicked, or ignorant enough to submit to him, does precisely what Peter, under the guidance of the Holy Ghost, directed ministers of Christ not to do; thus showing that he is anti-Peter, as well as anti-Christ. 2 Thessalonians 2:3-12 1 Timothy 4:1-4 

Verse 4
Chief Shepherd; Jesus Christ. 

Verse 5
Be subject one to another; pay all due regard to each other’s feelings, and treat each other with kindness, courtesy, and respect. 

Resisteth the proud; Proverbs 3:34 James 4:6 

Verse 6
Under the mighty hand; submit cheerfully to the dealings of his providence. 

Humility in all conditions is not only essential for the faithful discharge of duty, but the best preparation for receiving all needed favors. 

Verse 7
All your care; Psalms 55:22 

A sure and effectual relief from oppressive cares is cheerful submission to the will of God; choosing to have him do as seemeth him good, because he does all things well. 

Verse 9
Resist; by refusing to comply with temptations to evil, and persevering in that which is good. 

Your brethren; other Christians are suffering in the same way with yourselves. 

Though the devil is subtle and powerful, has great experience, and is untiring in his efforts to destroy men, yet the weakest believer may effectually resist him, by watchfulness and prayer. Psalms 27:1; Psalms 28:8; Psalms 29:11; Psalms 46:1; Psalms 71:16; Romans 16:20 

Verse 10
Perfect; complete in character. 

Establish; you in the hope and peace of the gospel. 

Strengthen; you to resist temptations and bear all trials with patience. 

Settle; render you steadfast, immovable, always abounding in the work of the Lord. 

God will not continue the trials of his people longer than their good requires: when this end is secured, he will bring them forth as gold from the furnace, purer and better fitted for pure and eternal joys. 

Verse 13
At Babylon; there is no compelling reason this could not be the literal Babylon. 

Marcus; whether the same as John Mark the evangelist, or some other Mark, is unknown. 

